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The challenge of making your lecture and course material available via the web 
was once a laborious task requiring detailed technical knowledge of the internet. 
With the availability of new tools and software utilising RSS feeds, the lecturer 
can now easily make their lecture available online within minutes of finishing the 
lecture. This session is primarily intended for a non-technical audience who 
require an overview of RSS in order to allow you to make use of the technology in 
your college. 
 
RSS feeds or Really Simple Syndication was set up to easily share content on the 
web. Let’s say that each time you log on to the internet, you check several 
different news sites that you are interested in. This requires you to log on to each 
site individually and then clicking on the section you are interested in such as 
‘Technology’. With RSS feeds, once you subscribe to that news site, the news 
stories are ‘aggregated’ and you only have to log onto one site to receive all of 
the news you are interested in from say RTE, BBC and CNN. If you are interested 
in a particular story, you can then click-through to the web site for the full story. 
Similarly, let’s say that you are lecturing on several different courses and in order 
to make your lecture available on your learning management system, you have to 
upload your lecture onto each course separately. Using RSS feeds, the 
information could be made available in the correct course by just tagging the 
information appropriately. Students have similar problems in that they have to 
log onto each lecturer’s course area on Moodle or WebCT to determine if the 
latest lecture is available. Using RSS feeds, the lecture could appear in their 
Moodle or iTunes account similar to any podcast they have subscribed to. 
 
This session will look at how new software tools are utilising RSS feeds to greatly 
simplify the distribution and updating of course content. These tools remove a lot 
of the technical knowledge that heretofore was required to utilise RSS feeds by 
lecturers. Web browsers such as Internet Explorer and Mozilla Firefox now have 
built in RSS readers. Moodle also comes with an RSS reader which can also allow 
a lecturer to provide continuously updated content on their Moodle course area. A 
demonstration on how these tools are being utilised on the IT Sligo online 
engineering courses will form a core part of this session. 
 


