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There is currently a move in third level institutions in Ireland towards developing 
further fourth level eduation initiatives. These include development of graduate 
programmes, but also address a heightened awareness of the importance of 
generic skills, particularly information literacy, for postgraduate researchers 
([institution name], 2007). Meanwhile, there is increasing awareness of the 
potential need for multiple literacies in the online environment both in Higher 
Education and in the workplace (Unsworth, 2001). This paper will give an account 
of the development of an information literacy module in the Faculty of Science 
and Engineering at the [institution name]. Faculty members, in conjunction with 
the authors, developed this module for postgraduate researchers in the Faculty, 
and it was taught for the first time in Semester One of the academic year 2007-
2008. 
 
The Information Literacy module has been developed and delivered using a 
blended learning approach (Garrison and Kanuka, 2004). Face-to-face sessions 
used the Moodle (http://www.moodle.org/) virtual learning environment as a 
component of course teaching, but also as a support for students outside those 
sessions. The Moodle space was developed on a continuous basis, to reflect the 
students’ areas of concern and the questions they raised during the face-to-face 
sessions. 
 
The paper will showcase the content and format of this module, and will discuss 
the blend of online and face-to-face teaching in detail. It describes the adaptation 
of generic content to postgraduate researchers in the Faculty of Science and 
Engineering, and explain accreditation procedures developed as part of this 
module. It will also describe how the different stakeholders within the university 
collaborated in the design and delivery of the module and present a timeframe for 
this. 
 
Findings, including student and faculty evaluative data, will be shared. This data 
includes student feedback, engagement in Moodle and statistics from the VLE, 
evaluation by members of the faculty, and the authors’ reflections on the module. 
The module was successful to the extent that other Faculties within the university 
now wish to develop accredited Faculty-specific Information Literacy modules for 
their postgraduates. The collaborative work undertaken by the authors has also 
pointed to new areas of work that can be shared between e-learning specialists 
and colleagues in the Library, and in particular has shown the value of 
collaboration in new areas of teaching and learning. 
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