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The Scholarcast series is inspired by the RTE Radio Thomas Davis lectures whose 
aim is to introduce the listening public to the best in Irish scholarship. The 
inaugural Scholarcast series is entitled ‘The Art of Popular Culture: From "The 
Meeting of the Waters" to Riverdance’. It consists of eight lectures by leading 
academics and cultural commentators on their research in the field of Irish 
Studies. Scholarcast uses the web and podcasting to disseminate this research 
free of charge to a global audience. It aspires to be the audio equivalent of a 
well-produced academic journal. 
 
Podcasts have been described as a means of creating and distributing radio over 
the Internet (Richardson, 2006). They are digital audio recordings to which 
listeners can subscribe using iTunes or other RSS aggregators. Such aggregators 
check for new podcasts and download them automatically to the listener’s 
computer, where they can be played or transferred to an iPod or MP3 player. 
Podcasts are part of the web 2.0 phenomenon where users with few technical 
skills can create and share their own content. However, Scholarcast has followed 
a more traditional production model with an emphasis on quality content and 
production values. For example, each lecture in the series is given twice. The first 
time it is given live to a group of postgraduate students in the School of English, 
Drama and Film; the second time in a quiet room where it is recorded directly on 
to a laptop using a quality microphone. A consultant producer helps the speakers 
prepare and deliver this second lecture to their invisible audience. 
 
To enhance the quality of the podcasts, opening and closing music and 
commentary are added during the editing process. Interruptions and retakes are 
removed. Each audio file is described using tags. An RSS feed which delivers the 
podcasts to iTunes and RSS aggregators has been coded. As each episode is 
completed it is added to the RSS feed. Each Scholarcast is on a web page, which 
contains a speaker profile, abstract and transcript of the lecture as well as the 
downloadable audio file. The transcript allows for accurate citation in academic 
papers. 
 
One of the main advantages of the Scholarcast format is that research can be 
efficiently published and quickly distributed to a global audience. Updating is also 
more efficient than with a conventional print publication. To increase the audience 
size Scholarcast has been registered with the appropriate podcast directories and 
publicised on the university home page and in edublogs. These links and listings 
should increase its prominence in searches. 
 
Like many web 2.0 content creators/publishers (Cedergren, 2003), the 
developers of Scholarcast are motivated by a wish to have as wide as possible 
audience for their research. O'Reilly (2002) has said “Obscurity is a far greater 
threat to authors and creative artists than piracy “. With this is mind, Scholarcast 
have written an open licence, permitting free, non-commercial usage with 
attribution. This licence is described on the website. 
 


