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With a computer, screen capture software and a microphone, you can quickly 
produce educational screencasts that are of immediate use and value to your 
students. A screencast usually refers to the capture of a small piece of teaching 
on a computer, examples being: a demonstration of a piece of software (e.g. how 
to produce a chart in Excel), a demonstration of how to use a website (e.g. 
searching a library database) or a mini-lecture (over a set of images or 
PowerPoint slides). Voiceovers can be captured when recording the screencast or 
added later during the production process. The production process can be 
elaborate, including the addition of captions and other visual cues, additional 
voiceovers and interactive elements such as quiz questions. Alternatively, given 
usual time pressures, this pre-deployment step can be minimised to simply 
publishing the screencast in the required technical format. Then the screencast 
can be deployed via a virtual learning environment, an intranet or the Internet. 
 
Short, sharply-focused screencasts can be very useful in supporting students 
working at their own pace. Mini-lecture screencasts can be used just-in-time to 
support project- or problem-based approaches. Screencasts are particularly 
useful for teaching software applications, especially to introduce new features and 
to provide answers to frequently asked questions. They can provide engaging 
revision materials and, like other learning materials, are particularly valued by 
students if focused on preparing for assessments. 
 
Screencasts can be quickly produced and deployed in response to student needs. 
Things can be kept relatively simple. However, with a little effort, you can add 
quiz questions of various types, embed video clips and build interactive case 
studies. Using a tablet and wireless pen together with software allowing you to 
write on the screen, mathcasts (screencasts where the solution to a maths 
problem is hand-written to an accompanying voiceover explanation) can be 
quickly produced. 
 
Having productively used screencasts with students for a number of years, I 
recently have worked with a group of academics and support staff to use Adobe 
Captivate to produce educational screencasts. Common issues arise, both 
practical and pedagogical. The potential of educational screencasts and practical 
tips for producing them will be presented, as well as flagging the sometimes 
neglected pedagogical issues. This provides the starting point for an exchange of 
experiences in producing screencasts. 


