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Irish colleges and universities increasingly recognise the value of offering courses 
and related assessment that combine real-world relevance and intellectual 
challenge. Nevertheless, one of the barriers still facing anyone who wishes to 
combine a busy professional life with further study is finding a course that allows 
for task-based / work-related projects and assessments to count in a meaningful 
way towards course outcomes. 
 
As part of the assessment of the ICT module of the Masters Programme at 
University College Dublin, authentic ‘projects’ that focus on teaching in the 
classroom have been used to bridge the real life/class life divide. In this paper we 
propose to explore how two such projects were designed, developed and worked 
through. This provides useful insight into both the project process and also the 
thinking underpinning the rather unusual approach to coursework assessment 
involved. One project deals with the use of Photo Story 3; the other with 
e-Twinning (an education initiative of the European Union). 
 
Our purpose is to show how simple, freely available education software packages 
can – with a little imagination – transform learning across the curriculum in an 
integrated and dynamic way. 
 
In the first project, Mis amigas de clase, Photo Story 3 was used successfully with 
a 4th Class. The main objective was to promote language interaction in Spanish. 
They worked in groups on oral and written language – with excellent results. The 
project generated enthusiasm and motivation. Some difficulties arose in not 
having a computer for each child, but co-operation and rotation of activities 
helped addressed that issue. The children negotiated working together, within 
pre-agreed language topics and using Photo Story 3 to make little presentations 
to illustrate their learning. The experience led to a sharing of skills and talents, 
using ICT. 
 
In the second project, e-Twins Magical Mission, e-Twinning was used in a Junior 
Infant class. This project was about integrating ICT into the infant curriculum and 
giving the children an understanding of communication with other children. The 
class ‘twinned up’ with an Infant class in Newcastle, UK. The children loved the 
project from the start. They learned how to work collaboratively and 
constructively, using ICT as a tool. They learned about scanning, digital cameras, 
printing and a memory sticks. Software like 'Drawing for Children' and 'Google 
Earth' yielded more learning than any textbook. Their work was exchanged with 
the ‘twin’ school, by email. This activity in turn presented huge opportunity for 
the teachers too. 
 
Clearly, the use of ICT in education is critical in preparing students for the 
knowledge society for the future and it’s never too soon to start. Informally, 
children and young people are already using technology in their everyday lives. 
The challenge facing educators is to empower young people to orchestrate their 
own learning within the classroom – often using new technologies with which they 
are already familiar. The ‘digital learning design project’ idea at UCD addresses 
that challenge. As students on the Masters Programme ICT Strand we benefited 
in many ways from this style of assessment. Learning changed. That change is 
what we propose to explore. 
 


