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The US Secretary of Education, Margaret Spelling, in a recent report (August 
2006) declared that “An information and service economy demands higher levels 
of academic and technical knowledge as well as critical thinking, problem solving 
and communication skills”. The situation in Ireland is no different with the 
minister for Education and Science, Mary Hanafin (September 2006), stating that 
the integration of ICT into the learning process “has the potential to enhance 
critical thinking skills, communications skills, problem-solving skills and team-
working skills, all of which are extremely important in the knowledge society.” 
Smith (2003) believes that there are general thinking skills that all students 
should be taught. He states that thinking skills taught as “general abilities are 
more likely to transfer to the domains to which they apply rather than being 
employed only in the particular discipline in which they were taught”. Critical 
thinking is a crucial skill for students yet it is often undeveloped at second level 
education. 
 
This paper discusses a research project which aims to promote the transferability 
of critical thinking and language skills developed by students using an interactive 
multimedia resource to other areas of the Junior Certificate cycle. Areas such as 
Modern Languages and Introduction to Information & Communication Technology 
course have, at their core, the personal and social development of the students. 
 
Common poetry themes can provide students with opportunities to examine and 
explore issues and topics related to self-awareness, interpersonal relationships, 
health care and contemporary social, economic, political and cultural issues. 
Therefore multimedia poetry lessons, developing key critical literacy skills, could 
be the vehicle through which students can be made more aware of the 
transferability of these essential thinking skills. 
 
This courseware does not represent a “lesson in a box”, it will provide learners 
with the opportunity to create and negotiate meaning through teacher led 
discussion and learner reflection. Professor Diana Laurillard (2006) asserts that 
the next generation of CALL hopes to include more “hard to reach groups”. To do 
this it is crucial to clarify what the specific learner needs. This courseware is being 
developed in consultation with a number of teachers in Irish post-primary 
schools. 
 
This project has just finished the development phase. Therefore, the evaluation 
will focus primarily on the actual authoring process rather than the final 
courseware product. However, the evaluation results and conclusions will provide 
useful feedback which will be incorporated into the courseware development 
process.


