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 What was the web designed to do?
 What is the web used for?

 How do we use the web in education?
 How should we use the web in education?

 Do we need secrecy?



"One of the things computers have 
not done for an organization is to 
be able to store random 
associations between disparate 
things, although this is 
something the brain has always 
done relatively well."

- Tim Berners Lee, The World Wide Web: A very short 
personal history



“…decentralised, organic growth of ideas, 
technology, and society. The vision I have for the 
Web is about anything being potentially 
connected with anything. It is a vision that 
provides us with new freedom, and allows us to 
grow faster than we ever could when we were 
fettered by the hierarchical classification 
systems into which we bound our-selves"

- Tim Berners Lee, Weaving the Web



 "common information space in 
which we communicate by 
sharing information"

 "link can point to anything, be it 
personal, local or global, be it 
draft or highly polished"

 "a power in arranging ideas in an 
unconstrained, weblike way"



“a way for people to store and structure their 
own information, whether permanent or 
ephemeral in nature, such that it could be 
usable by themselves and others, and to be 
able to reference and structure the information 
stored by others so that it would not be 
necessary for everyone to keep and maintain 
local copies.”

- Roy Fielding, Architectural Styles and the Design of 
Network-based Software Architectures



 the flexibility of hypermedia 
relationships (links) allows for 
unlimited structuring, and the 
direct manipulation of links 
allows the complex 
relationships within the 
information to guide the reader

- Roy Fielding, Architectural Styles and the Design of 
Network-based Software Architectures



 Random associations between disparate things
 Decentralised, organic growth of ideas, 
 Anything being potentially connected with 

anything
 Grow faster 
 Communicate with anything in an 

unconstrained, weblike way



http://intranet.dit.ie/http://www.dit.ie/



http://intranet.dit.ie/http://www.dit.ie/

 Open to the world
 Can be linked to from 

anywhere
 Public information

 Secrets



http://webcourses.dit.ie/http://www.comp.dit.ie/coleary/courses/dt2494/



 Open to the world
 Can be linked to from 

anywhere
 Public information

 Secrets?

http://webcourses.dit.ie/http://www.comp.dit.ie/coleary/courses/dt2494/



 Controlling access

 Copyright

 Unauthorised Reuse

 Plagiarism

 Posting of sensitive information

 Vandalism

 Small communities



 Availability of resources

 Reuse

 Referencing

 Contribution to global community

 Evolution of materials

 Fame!



 Student Evaluation of Online Instructional 
Support Technology

 Plain Old Website (POW) -v- Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE)

 DT228-2

 BSc Computer Science

 Survey



 Long routes
 Just use it for getting lab exercises
 Well organised



 HTML is the best. It’s simple and easy to use. 
Don’t bother password protecting anything. 
Why would anyone not attending the course 
want this stuff? So they can stroke their cat 
and laugh maniacally about how they’ve 
obtained third level education course notes?



1. Structure and organisation
2. Consistency
3. Accessibility
4. Usability



 Openness

 Wiki

 Blog

 Open-Source

 Remember, the web is about sharing 
knowledge

 Remember, learning is about sharing 
knowledge
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